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by Wherein is proved by Scripture, ? 
+#| Law and Reaſon, that the NATIONALL - 


COVENANT ac OATH was unlaw. 


fully given and tzken: And whatſoever may - 


be probably prerended or obje&ed for it, is 
fully anſwered, and refuted. 'T 


$| HERE\ ALSO 
| Is vindicated the PARLIAMENTS later pro- Z 
| ceedings: Shewing the Grovnds and Principles of 
: 


i 
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the London MINt>TERs tobe weak and 
unſound, and (o their Accuſations and Charges 
againſt the State, falſe and Frarutalous 


+| Moreover ſomething'is' ſaid 
þ 4 A gainſt Violence in oy Sa id the dury of the 
»4 Magittrate about "Pp d Chrerch-Goverm 


| By JOHN, Cannes. 


Cill | 
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WC] C/ 
I Sam. 15. 22,23. 
Hath the Lord «s great delight in burnt-offerings and ſacrifices, in 
þ | obeying the voice of the Lord ? Behold, to obey 4 better then ſacriſt 
&| #ndto bearken, than the fat of remmes. 
| . Forrebellion is « the ſin of witchcraft, and flubbornne ſe is i af bmiqud-] 
+ tie Ao idolatry. | 


i/ Publiſhed by Authority. 


it LONDON, 
Wb + Printed for AM. Simmons in Alderſgate-firect. 1649. 
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* England Aſſembled in Parliament, 


WIE ave obſerved the ſeveral Atings of ſome men againſt you? 
Nos fo 1 bave endeavoured te find ont the riſe and ground of their evil 

OY workeng to blaſt and difgoner your Jawfull and god proceedings. 

FEIRERI #:b one particular 1 bave berc dealt , and done you and the 
Nation (I bope) ſome good ſervice init © and (y the geod band of G.d aſſiſt 
ing me ) the reſt [Fell fpeedily follow. For it would be a great ſhame and dif 
boner to the well affeed partie, if they ſbonld not manifeſts much 2:41 
to God, thankfulneſſe and love towards you, by letting the people ſee the juſt- 
neſſe of your Adminiſtrations: a ill men, and diſoffGted, ate ſludious and 
diligent to make 1 on and your wel-deſerving ſervices odious and diſtaſifull 
to the Nation. The trath ts, the defire of the upright and meek ones every 
where, and their fervent prayer daily poured forth to God,1, that ſeeing many 
4 watch for your halting, the Lord in mercy will be pleaſed, ſo to direT, 
on and counſel You, ar T ox may cut off occafion from them that de- 

e occaſion, andall iniquitie may ſtop her mouth. 

For the Nationall Covenant which « the ſubjcit of thu Diſcourſe: T. 
bave onely one requeſt to move unto 1 ou about it. Hiw Tou are traduced and 
vilely abuſed by ſome mens looſe tongues and pens, for not advancing it morey 
and morepreſſong the keeping, in their ſenſe, I need not fpeak of it, 7 on know - 
it too well : And therefore I humbly conceive ſeeing it w here manifeſily pro- 
ved; that the Oath wa unlawfuby given end taken, and ſo not binding the 
Conſcience, neither to be kept, there 11 great canſe and reaſon that the whole | 

ingdom from your Howſe ou publickly underſtand ſo munch: For ſo doing, 
God ſball bave much glory by mens repenting of it , Ton cleared from many » 5, _. 
foul aſerſions, many treacherous and dangerous deſigner prevented, and ſuch hve coms 
@ bave not taken it, preſerved fromthe ſnare thereof. ie | pared the 

Toukndw well enough, and are very ſenfible, what «ſtir wkept, what a Covenant 
entroverfie and adee there iu made, between partie and partie;Kingdom and ** _—_ 
Kingdom about this * Nothing, every fide juſtifies it ſelf, and chargeth the g, or gate 
«ther with a breach : And without doubt the contention about thu Cove= bur ic was 
nant will continue, yea I fear riſe bigher, and break out into a greater flame, never in 
if the right way be not wiſely taken: for ſo long «the lawfulnefſe of the Oath 99: vs 
» net queſtioned, but rather a pleading for the keeping of it, the differences T, __ 
6 Bcver be reconciled or taken up: But if the other way (wbich u Gods way ren ic 
#nd ſo to follow bim) be braiſed ther W reaſen to hope that able ſing and was made: 
much good will Seedily follow. © | pl 


Fo © *T omthemoreencouragedto ſpeak thus unto you, becauſe 1mong other by. = 
 @ Tathe ſes reformed, Tox have * lately (and very well ) done ſome thing thi wy; 

Oh mi- Buy wer fav this Oach VripgNackonalt and more prejuditioll;, a 

% _—_— ; ſbould therefore be ratber minded, and ſomethmu tbe mire dene init, tore 

2," move ſo great an evill and crywg, fir from and «ff rhe Larid, 

Mayor, —Toubave formerly deciared and iu: Aogtbai your Bouſe and heart {ball 
be ever open to receive and hear Pecit jons:Gemlermen nj Addrefis here ny 
you +for God; for Chirift, for Sou! s: end i/5* hear we. y:u fullibuny: oy, 

Ir 8 ſaid of one Terentitut « great Commander uadir Va'ens ar Aria 
b Theod. Emperoner, being returned from Armenia rith 4 miphty v;Gury, Cite Bm 

13, 4+C 32, ITN. | | 6 bibs / of ECON 
hiſt, Bcc, Pero bid bim atk what be would for a reward of ſervice « W/ercupon be 
defired, that the Orthodox Chrittians might have « Pub1ich place in the 

City of Antioch to meer in, for the worſhip andſervice of God: the Emperor 
 diffteaſed bereat rent the Petition, and caft it 10the ground, wiſhing bim ty 
#% ſome ether thing. Terentins firſt gathered up the piecesgtlen afierwardt 

repljed : I would ( ſaithhe)baveaccepred this as a fifll reward, but 

being denyed Ihall defirewv other thing.  T bave 10 fer nor cauſe ti 
fear, that tha'Pexition | frog ſhalt be denyed : But if it ſhould, ard lye tir 
ant ſtattrred inToxr Houſe, and Freere Vid to ach, ſome thirtg fit my ſel T 
wowddeven take up the pieces & be ſilent: & tt ſpeak there fir niy jelf,where 
T ceuld not be he ard for my God. Butt howſoever it be, this ſÞall be my comfurt, 

Thave herein diſebarged my duty, and quiztet my ſelf from the ginlt of blood. 
Neither tet the we akweſſe,meanneſſeanworthinefſs, or whar elſe may leafs" 
pled+syour Petitioner be any cau{e that Tou ſponidthe lifſe reffc8'the mat- 

rr which nt his bu: Cfitifis: Great wiſe meninvimes paſt have not di 

dained to follow the advice of ſimple men. Tt reported of Z:nophon, 194t 
t Zenoph, be< gave order tohis Attendantsros awake him if he Were affeep,, 
Expeded. when(oever any one brought bim news; and hEwonld never refule 
5h 3* ® cohtear the counfell. of any privare Soatdter, Ad = arltis it 9/ai,, 
7+ ether taking theadviſe of a common Wuldler, he won. a ftrong 
:. Caſtle in Numidia. heres on-the contrary, Chathes the laſt Doke of 

/ . - Burgundie frefufing to hear a priſoner, anddving all chings upon 
ip hirown head;wittiontadwictihgavy relation or counſel of ochers, 

+  feltintothe'traps of Compobathor treafodn', way defeated by the 
Switzergand by them nillerablyflitn at Nancy. "i 

For conelufion,” wereT wht conififlene aud muſt certaint of the rruth by me 

| beye afſerred, Tſhodd not diſt have moved this matter t6 Ton with ſo much. 
— Solan ff ani for the proof T refer Tondo Vit Mbgwonent) and Reafons inthe 
we Ari ay © Waits tveYouſn and. | 
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oreafor of Juſt cauſe forhinre© Halton: toad domes: tbe 
preſerv2tjo fir weofect a courſeproficable for his ſoul? 
* Whewany worſtipor form of « Church ' Government is 
* $in «Lind by Aathorit theproplebyozth have 
received its howſoever I grant the Srme may remove the 

fir *nevertheleſſe to requirean oath of the praple:for to 
Eſet Tr, tieebll Wy rhentfelyes doſee the thing unlawful, 
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tordly fray ter mindegv72:; to compell men to ſwear 

* to-:which- uhephed beforermany times 
dthat-beforethey law therthing unlawful, 

ao! ſciences then wasthere-never an hu- 

fear arte", onthe Conſcience. 3. When the Mi- 

Waals de niſters of Apbric were cendered an-Oath, eNaugrid bruts 
perſecur. yan- ir1ationalia({aidetheyJinos  prtatis nt Juremus necientes quid 
dalic. charticomintas Do ye think us.ſuch fenceleſle beaſts, as 
| that wewill '{wear not knowing, what.the writing doth 
coneain?; If men hadduly regarded their ſouls good, they 

regs vw 3mr theraking of the Covenant with the 

"w ; the lame ground, that is, have 

eherelie was and ſchitme, that: ſhould 

| © they.wonld- ſwear to any, ating 

. Duod Juſte -_ ſcienter fit - quod vero injuſte 

iftotle: That is juſtly done which is done 

at-ignorantly; that is done unjuſtly. 
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>4otharthing which they know not tothis day what it 
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Oo  aGonvay mult needs hngeind publick. 
ife. it occalioned a.generallcommorion, and fer the peo- 
of the Landicauſleſly todeſtroy oneanother. ThePref- 
terian partie chink chemifelves bound to.engage: againſt» 
- the Churchand peopleof God, and toſeck their utter ruin, 
 underthe name of ſchiſme and bereſiet Independents ta- ; 
the way.of the other to be ſaperſtitious," conceivethey: 
hatean much reaon by the Govenant to: Ik 
xe Cavileers, ſwearing 10 preſerne/and defend the Kings Maje- 
flier Perſen.: conclude has may: lawtully: deftroy 
boths. 1 mention not here our ren of Scotheih 
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 gumenithe, aus  ſcripturis refut abuntar : ſed flagris coercebuntur: 
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_ Sexſptares, but forced by whips, nd quoting ſome exam- 
ples! arit, concludes, P /urima deinceps ſuppeditavit- biftori.s 
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| conecit for the ſenſe (which is che ſoul) of a oubtick con- 
iicutlon; and if hedo ſa,we cannot but Toad, of it though 
it ſeem 1 IWF ſoplaufible).unleffe ir be allowed by the Au> 
* thoritie which.chargeth che Oath upon the conſcience. 
And this conſtru&ion weare taught to make by the expla- 

E nation 
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T9 nation ofthe Oath in ed by Aarqueſſe He 
i The expla- miltonthe Kinge Commiſſioner therezin theſe wards l Oaths 
nation of the yarſt be taken eccording tothe minde, intention and commandment 
Oath in R<0t- f rþat wtheritie which exalltth the Oath. Again, m An Oath 
wo in gan muſt be either taken or refuſed according to the known intention of 
Vechar, p.328, himthat doth miniſter it, neſbecialy if it be a new Oath. To the 
m The Kings ſame ſenſe, though indifferent words , ſay the Aberdene 
Declaration  Divines,© An Oath 5s to be given according to the minde and 
=n = O—_ pen oi that requireth it. The old rule( which is a 
# Ibid. p.347. MaximN(aith,p Ir commitrit in legem,qud legin verba completen;, 
o The Minſ, contra legis nititur voluntetem. He oftends againſt the Law, 
and Profeſſors ghocleaving tothe words of the Law, leaverh the will of 
* _—_ the Law, thatis of the Law-maker. For men therefore to 
= Denetds, eake an Oath contrary to the minide of chem rhat require 
pag. 14. It, or beforetheir mindeis known,and the plain and com- 
PRegul, juris. mon ſenſe and underſtanding of the Oath reſolved and 
8. | <cleared,from whole authoricie and power ic proceeded, 
and toput theirown private wry 2h the ſenſeit is a ve- 

ry unlawtull a&, beth in point of Law and conſcience. 

. --$ Note what miſerie and |miſchief ſome mea have 
broughrupon themſelves and others, in taking the Cove- 
nantintheir own ſenſe, and not knowing the intention of 

* . that Authoricie which exafted the Oath. Tis urged, that 
< Vindicaion q theCovenant binds to preſerve the doUrine, worſbip, diſcipline, 
ofthe London ang government of the Church of Scottand:bux who knows here, 
ArnRer,Þ.36 the ininde and judgernent of the State? For ic is ſaid a lictle 

after, according to the Word of God : and therefore unleſle the 
Parliament had reſolved and declared in a plain and com- 
mon ſenſe, that the worſhip, diſcipline and gove?-ment of 
that Church was acoording the Word of Gd: Ir is onely a 


Presbyterian privare conceic for the ſenſe, to ſay that the 
Covenant binds to preſerye the worſhip, diſcipline and go 


vernment of that Church. Again, the Cfvenant ( Lich be 
in the ſame place) ingegeth to extirpate herefie and ſchiſme it 


doth fo and ppery and ſuperflition likewiſe , though he 
Names it not : bat muſt not this Ve'taken according to the 
intention of that Authoricie which gave the Oath? and 
0 . #* _ FOES. - e 


F 


The Snare & broken. "7 
he) ties #4 to endeavor after a uniformitie in Religion and form 
of Church Government : it would have been plain dealing to 
have ſet down the reft, to wit, according to: the Fard of God, 
þyterian way ? the Parliament hath net any where (to my 
knogledge) acknowledged ic to be jare diuine, neither is 


any man tyed by that Covenant to tubwit toit y or to en* 
 deavourthepromating thereof. 7 1 + 
Again, be icgranted Cas he faith);he Covenaxt binds to 
preſerve the privileages of Parliament: yet there is no breach 
of the Oath o rebit ſuch men who proceed extra judiciali- 
ter ; becanſe while the Magiſtrate doth againſt his office 
he is not a Magiſtrate : For r law andrigbt, not #nurie ſbould r L-Memine- 
come from the Magiſtrate. The Law gives every private man power *i2t 5+ C unde 
fo be if the danger be irrecoverable, yea though it be recoverable. cx Prohibi- 
Sot Jariſts ſay, that a private man hath the ſameLawto,,,, C. ge tur: 
refit, and in a recoverable loſſe, they ſay, every man is fitc. L. queme 
holden corefiſt : u 8 evidenter conſtet de iniquitatez if the ini- admodum 39. | 
quitie be knownto all. _ bal p ye | 
It adds much to the unlawfulneſle of this Oath, that x... 54 gut | 
men were compelled totakeit: for if ic had been left to de injur. 
every mans choiſc and libertie, whether he would have r Marantius 
ſworn to the particalars, or not,there had been more rea- 4if. «.n-35. 
_ fonfor that, and leſſe danger in it. At Geneve both Mipi-” - [6 ww | 
ſter and people * took an oathyfor ſhutting out of Popery: ,, pe hw Bt 
but were not urged untoit, by any commination of dan» juft. & jur. 
ger, that ſo their ſwearing might be with a free will, not « Mr. Hookers 
mixec with reluQancie of conſcience, or with fear of pe- Preface before. 
naltie. | '_ - his EcclefPol, 
It hath been by fome much complained of, and held to iol.S-pets 
de a great oppreſſion, when under the Prelaie one was to 
deviſe a form of Prayer ( plain enough for the ſenſe) and 
another conitrained under a great penaltieto obſerveand 


_ ufethe ſame. Here is a timed Ozth ttufe with ambiguitie, 
dark and doubtful cermes : *tis deviſed by one, impoſed 
upon another; and thongh the taker be not ſatisfied in 
Point of conſcience touching the lawfulneſle of it, yer he 
[ball be fined, ſequeſtred, put our of his place;calling, live- 
E 2 lihood, 


lihood; &c. if he refuſe to take it: Reader be thou judge 


where lyes the greateſt oppreſſion. 
\ The Parliament hath lacely,rruly, and pioufly deda- 
J Ap werto red, Y As fortbe truth and power of Religion, it being a thing in» 
Commil, pet 6. *7inſecal between God andthe ſoul, and the matters of faith inthe 
'" Goſpel ſuch « nowaturall light doth reach unto; We conceive there 
i no humane power of ctertion therennto, nor to reftrain men fm 
beleeving what God ſuffers their judgement to be. perſwaded of. 
.. a The civil Amtbority (ſaith Mr. Perkins) bath no- power, or rule 
@ Expoſition CIOs oa Laan cg ps 
on lude,v.8. ver the things of God, This being ſo, Icannot ſee, any Scrip» 
ture-rule or warrant, that the Magiſtrate hath, to compell- 
any man to ſwear chat he ſhall endeavour thepreſervation 
and eſtabliſkment of. ſuch a worſhip, do&rine, diſcipline, 
and: the extirpation of this. or that Church Government. 
Iſpeak not of what doQrine, worſhip and government the 
bigher Powers may think fit to ſettle in a Kingdom, whart to- 
permit, and tollerate, or what not : But to require an oath: 
- of the peoplethatthey ſhall embrace this way, or oppoſe 
that thing in matters of Religion, this Ihumbly conceive 
is a bufinelſe-wherein they are not concerned. 
ObjeG. But weread.in Scripture, that a Covenant hath 
beenimpoſed by the Magiſtrateupon the people,and they 
| have been ps 20 ate oath totake it; yea, and in caſe 
_ anyſhould tetuſe to binde themſelves by oath to obſerve 
the ſame, they were to be puniſhed : and for this there are 
ſandrie inftances : as in Nebemiab, Ezra; Hezckiah,, foſtaby 


Hnſ: That nothing can be truly gathered from ſuch 
examples, to jullific this Covenant which we oppoſe, or to. 
ove the lawfulnefle of ir, I ſhall here clearly demonſtrate 

y.theſe Reaſons. - 
1. Forthat which was done'in Nebemiabs time, with 
s i ' whomlalfo joyn Ezra in the work of Reformation : ficlt 
7 it appeared that none were conſtrained togo up to fern 
ſales, forthe building of the Lords houſe,bur ſuch Þ among 
b Exral.3,4, the people & would, and with whom their God was: ach indeed 
> Chron 36- (and noneelſc) had libertie granted, and means allowed 
Js them, to return : but as for com pultion or -yiolence, there 
Wa$nROt any uſed, | 2, Touch: 


Oe” 
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The Snave « broken. . w 29 
= 2. Touching that Covenant which they made , wrote, 
| ſevled, and ſwore unto : let it be obſerved: 1. That Ezra and = 
(ach/av went with him, before their journey c humbled c Ezra 8.21. 
| themſelves by faſting before rhe Lord for direRion. 2. 
When they were-come tO Fern{alem, not onely was there 
much weeping: and wailing 4by him for the fins of the 4 Ezra 9.1.2, 
people, but alto great emanifeſtarion and praQtice of re- A Y 
pentance,and amendment of life by all the Congregation. | 7 1 3? 
3.- As the Covenant tyed them onely to the keeping of :g; &c, 
the Law, ſo when all f :he people were gathered together as une f Neh.8.1. 
ma, they had the Law read and expounded unto them, 3:5>7,5,9,13+ 
| tothe great humbling of all the people at the firſt, but af- 
| terwards to the great rejoycing of them all, BECAUSE 
THEF HAD UNDERSTOOD THE WORDS 
THAT WERE DECLARED UNTO THEM: 
Andinthelaſt place, and for the ſhatting up of all, gcon-g N«t-g. from 
ſeſling their fins, and the iniquities of their fathers, with"-7**0 35. 
faſting, and with ſackcloths aud earth upon them; h the Princes, 5, Ch g 39. 
Leviter, Prieſts, i and aff they that bad ſeparated themſelves from 1 Neb, 10, 28, 
the people of the Land, voluntarily and freely covenanted 29: 
(not through compullion and fear ) to walk in Gods Law, 
| which wa given by Miſes the ſervant of God, and to obſerve and 
| Gr all the Commandments of the Lord their God, and his judge- 
ments, and bis ſtatutes, cvery one baving knowledge ( mark it _, 
well) and baving under ftanding. There needs no application, 
the ſetting down of theſe things, with the Readers bear- 
ing inminde what I have formerly manifeſted , is convi- 
| tion ſufficient of<he octber Covenant, or -at: leaſt to finde. 
nothing there for it's juſtification, nonot ſo much as a leaf 
tocoverthe nakedneſſe of ic: © 
2, For Hezekiabs time, I finde nothing in the Hiſtory of 
his life, in relation to this buſineſſe : Ir is faid,they k made's 4 2 Chron,zo; 
Proclamation throughout all Iſrael, that they fbou!d keep the Paſſe- 5. 11.1. 
over at Feruſalem, and divers of Aſher, and of Manaſſh, and of 
| Zibulwn came thither : but this was willingly, not by any | 
_ *compulfive law : for 1. he had no authoritie over them at 
all. 2: Te was ! tbe hand of G54 upon them and ) Judah to! Ver.12» 
give themrgne beart ta d) thecommanam:nt of the King. 3. wy 
| Ther 
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 - Fejyeedinthe work, and good reaſon too ; for they well | 


knew what chey then did, it was their duty co do, and no Ml 


more but what they had formerly by Covenant obliged 
wn ii Tr | 
3. And for Joſsabs time, it 18 written, 2 he made a Cores © 
wh oo E o nant before the Lord ( all the menof Judsb and the inhabitans of 
_ Feruſalem, and the Prieft,and the Levites, and all the people great 
and ſmall being preſent)+s walk after the Lord, andto keep bi 
Commandments, &c. And be canſed, or appointed(for theword 
fignifies no more) all that were preſent in Jeruſalem 2nd Brie 
0 2 Lin 23. 3. min to ſtand #0 14.0 And allthe people ftoed to the Covenant. Note 
p 2 Chron, 34, 1+ Þ it is (aid, be read in their eas all the word of the book of the 
30, Covenant, that was found in tbe houſe of the Lord. So there was 
nothing that he tyed them unto, but what-chey certainly | 
knew to be Juſt, holy, and good. 2. He cauſeth them no 
to tand unto any thing, but what before they had cove 
nantedand promiſed todo: and therefore here was nozew 
Oath, or properly any meking of a Covenant, but a renewing 
rather of their Covenant: no ſolemn League and Oath to 
bring in, andeſtabliſh amongſt them, a new worſhip, dif 
cipline, and Church Government, but a publick engage 
ment to-continue in ſuch a religion to which they had be 
fore ſubmicced. 
 ., Now Readerwipethine eyes,that thou mayeſt ſee, how 
Jake Covenant, and ors, do look inthe face one like the 
other. | | 
-  1- Jeſiabreads the words of the Lawco the people, and 
to this onely would have thempromiſe obedicnce : Our 
Covenant requires ſome thing againſt the Law of God, as 
that a — traitor, tyrant, &c. if a King, (hal! not 
——__ to death : ſo the Prerbyteriane expound one clauſe 
OT It. 


| 2+- Joſiah obligeth chem by Covenant, onely to ſtands 
for and to ſuch things, as they knew what they were, and 
to be lawful] : for there was nothing propounded ro them 
but the very Word of God. Our Covenant hath much init 
not onely ſodfoubtfull and ambigubus, as no man Ro 
RN wat Wi 
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tis meant by it, bur alſo what is appate ntly diſagree- 
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q See the oath 
of the late 6, - 
Canon, 


tbl ts no difference between 
people within or without, the taking of the Oath is all the 
condition of the perſon no way confidered of. + 
6.  Toflahs Covenant was ſuch as all the people flrod to 3t: 
but this was ſounlike to that, as many conſcientious and 
tenderhearted Chriſtians, utterly refaſed it, and ſhewed 
rl - it, and not a few who took it, did ic 
meerly tOprevent danger. 1s "© 

4+ Andinthelaſt, of Ale itis ſaid, r He gathered all Jaw Anh 9 gs 
\ Aah, and Benjamin, and Manaſſeh, &C. and they entred into a dhe 

ervenant to ſeek the Lord God of their fathers, Kc. That whoſo- 

ever Would not ſeek the Lord Godof Iſrael ſbauld be put to death, 

wherber ſmall or great, whether manor woman. It may be fome 

will think the Covenant is warranted by this example: - 

but here it hath no relief nor countenance: and chus 1 
; prove It. t | I. This 


22 


And here (to make a lictle digrefſion) there is a fit occy 
Ton offercd me to diſcover thegreat deceit of ſome men, 
Hens OE Rev, profung them by civill puniſt | 
ment to {uppreffe Se&aries and Hereticks, and to prove 
* Deue;r 3. 6, that it is their duty (oro do, theſe ®Scriprures are com- 


7,8, 9. monly cited, which is puniſhing with death : but percei 


Exod.22-20. & ying that to urgethe execution of the Law in ſuch away, 
Lenticrs, Ward notrellith, nor well take wich them, kere they arc 
Deut, 17.23, Ment; butin the mean time fhew che more hipocrifie, far | 
45. if che Parliament be-ro a& according to theſe Scripturs 


againſt Browniſts, Anabapriſts, Seekers, Arminians , why do 

bo Mo, :2®, they ſpeak onely of filencing them? and would reſt if they 
Te ts were reftrathed of libertie? Certainly cicher theſe Scrips 
e De Trip1, tures takenfronythe Law, give che Magiſtrateno powerto 
victur.Tra& x. puniſh ſuch men at all for their gonſcience, er if they do, | 

_ » diſp.23 ſeR,2. It 18 to put them to death. And therefore the Papilts (be 
s loft. moral: 3ng truer to their grounds) upon theſe Scriptures holdit 


I4. '* not onely to be no fin,but good ſervice co God co extirpate 


z Summa parc. by fire and ſword all that are adverſaries to, or oppolert 
3.Trag.i.que. Of the Church and Catholick Religion,and chat hereticks 
5. &s. ſhould bedelivered tothe Civill Sword, and without mer- 


F. 
- 


ye martin cie pur to death: So write\ Gregorius de V alentia, t Suaree, 

e De Trip vicr, u Azor, x 'Becan:.y Tmrrian. And that Schiſmaticks may be preniſÞ» 
Trad z.difp. © ith almiſt alt the puniſpments of Hereticks. So * Suez. 
12, SeQ.tz, 3. Tocome apainto the matter in band, {api it : 
| | = Il as. 210, 
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and the like notable inftruamenes of Reformation amonglt 


them, (odid heupon thisand the like occafions worka 


moſt wonderfull and extraordinarie work upon them, 
bowing their hearts. univerſallyto the love of his Word 
for the preſent, and to the receiving of the ſame with Joy, 


* together wich-all readincfle rothe obedience of his Com- 


mandments: Thelike unto which never was, nor ſhall be 
ſcento theend of the world, in a whole Kingdom, except 
the Lord do again chooſe one Nation from all other Na» 
tions, to be his people as then hedid. JS 
-4.. Howſoever the Kings of Judah according to the di(- 
"arp of thoſe times, were todeſtroy and put ro death 
olaters, blaſphemers, $c. and ſa to weed all ſuch wic- 
ked ones out of the Church,by the Sword: yer Ideny that 
any King now upon earth, is by the Word of God;to draw” 
all people under his Dominion into a Solemn League and ' 
Covenane with the Lord, ( how muck effec before they be 
conveniently taughe) and.to confirm the ſame by Oath, 
andto infli& death upon all them that refuſe ir,( forthere' 
is noother puniſhment if the praQice betaken up from the © 
example ofthe Jews) or remain wicked 'and' unrepentant, 
- as the Kings of Judah were to do by che people of that 
Nation. * - Of FOWL if be $o9ig 1 
"That godly Magiſtrates are by compulſive Laws to're- 


» 


_ prefſe-publick and notable Idolatrie; as:alfo to provide 


that-rhe trach'of God in hizOrdinance 'be tatighe'and” ._,, 
Publiſhed in their Dominions,I make nodoubr: Ie may be 
allo, it ig not unlawfull for them by ſome penaltie or o= | -* 


, ther, to provoke their Subje&ts univerſally unto hearing, 


for theif inftraftion and converfion : but if' they ſhould 
hold it their duty as the Kings of Iirael held it theirs, to 
c-deſtriy all tbe wicked of the land, and to ſlay all that would net c Plal. 1o1.8: 
ſeek the Lrd God of Tirael, with all their heart, and with all 
their ſoul, whether great or ſmall, man or woman: and ſhould 
4123 F praftice. 
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* aid, b Al! Fudabrcjyyced at the Oath ; and the reaſon Tz ad-# 2 Chron-xy| 
ded, For they had ſworn'with all their heart, and fourht him with *5+ 
their whole deſire. This ſhews, that as the Lord had choſen 
this whole Kingdom tobehis people, and raifed up this, 
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— praftice acrordiagly. Bip would hare very few Subjedy 


to rule over. . 4 

jous lexchls be added, that when 

Dovid the famous King of Fred, of Iſrael, and 4 man acquainted 
with the mindeof h ſubdacd the Nations round 
about bim, and made them & Tributaries, and reigned over 
them: he did not, that we read. of, by compulfve Lim, 
TR to take an oath that Jo +44. © 65 Inn 
pation op Hoamgap _ embrace as do» | 


roach nor were cir- 

mt To which wor IR ages the reſt over 

whom David ruled, the « Edowiterare named, which were 

the polterity of holy, Abraham, as weltzsthe Iſraclites, co- 

ming of Wen 9h they of Jacob: + whodid alſd(beſides many 

_ maineruch $Jretain circamcifion, and that true alſo, as 
well as. ome. retain true baptifme: and by which 
might ( for. m__ Lkaow!) astulybe deemed the Lords 

people,;though in.apoſtacic, as Atheilts.and Papiſis by the 

- other. 2. Thegrofſer 'theerrour is, the eaſter it is to be 

diſcenned.z and ſo-1he. lefle: danger / to: impoſe an Oath 

againſtic- 3. Ita Magifirate "ups ole his power Intidels 

'and-Chriſiians, Iſeenoreatan why: he ſhould. more trou- 

ble the-Chriſtians c nſitien, hatches ocher in matcers of 


fTexinC. And as the Word of God gives no allowance to force 
- quando iurerur Men.involuntarily, and for tearof ſuch and. ſuch penals 
+ 6. randem _ ties to-taks the Corerpornei it is /againfh. Law and reaſon 
Bl: conf: '33 ha thatany.com LLHOL Gould beuſed, bucprople ought eo 
gs ye heent left to theirawn libertie and thoile, as.we ſaid 
"4b tkdor etiam nab I.is well known thaethe Law ſaith , f Edifio Fre* 
Cyones. 23-6, Hi reſcivditur, quad mer, geſtunreſt : By'che Edi of the 
Þ: ab" th Pretor what is dane roanhfact 74 po force: Sod nn 
tingat 20. jur, tam verbung eſi homivit, quam Dei: weem, ſaith a greats Law* 
* Decrer, ki2.c, YEP" Je amenta. vi.extorta.y now. ermunt preftandes, Þ ſaith. the 
2.fol 157,p-2: Ganon Law, * Apain, Jaramenta meticucloſo abſolntio per judir 
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| eh «6 F rich ie. | Sacraments per vim i Auth Sacrams 
velper Juftum metum extorta , etiam 4 majoribut ( maxime . we pÞbl. C. fi ad: 
& mwaleficiorun: Commiſſoram faciant ) nulling eſe -yerl. vendits 
moments ju ems, And thacict is 8 againſt pure reaſon t00, I 
provethus. . 
Me This a natural AP Dnod tibi niſi, heh 
alters fac; & quod notu tib; fieri, alteri nefacias. Now who is 
; hare making it hiz own cauſe, would willingly be com- 
pelled toitake an Oath, ina matter which hethinks is et- 
ther falſe,or doubrs of the truth of ic zor iftruein hizuns+ 
-derſtand ings yer makes queſtion whether he have any rea« 

ſonorg toſwear: and yet maſt eitherſwear or ſuffer. 

Bue ſo it was here in many mens caſes. oak 

. 2+ Parereafon teachatha man ſorpconfiderhis neigh» bs 
bour, asnot onely not tocaſi him down or! if fallen; not 

onely help-ro recover him, but to keep him up what he 6 garon. An» 
can, that ſo hefall not. Bofil —_ as k Barovins reports) would nal. Tom. 6+ 
not have Biſhops to ſwear in reſpe of the peril of an Oath; ** _— 
And lie |Councel/ef Chalbus inhibited Ard ors diſcharged the s ALON. of 
Cleogie from. a certain Oath which: formerly op had Cillons,Cans 


ps A to take i in regard it was: peri 


low : how pes 18. p.g5o, 
is, we have ſhewed already ini many Sy®pl. of che 
Ka. II to ſpeak the trath, there was no rea» Curt» * 
pu it hould be taken ac all; bur lefle reaſon that any man 
ſhould be forc'd to-rakeit: this was not! the way'to pre- 
- ventour brothers falling, buc rachet wich borh hands cs 
throw himdowna. + 
3- Thereisnoreaſon that a man ſhould accuſe blanſelf, 

the Word of God requireth two or three witneſſerunto every 
lawfu}l eviction and condemnation. Which Mr. Lambert 
ſtood ppon when he was manta about the Oath &x of- 
ici, whether hechoughe ic lawfull orno: 1: # not Lawfull Þ f®: _ e 
_(aith heYfor 4 man to ſwear when a man knoweth not what they Sheen gab 
. will demand of him, or whether it be lawfull to ſbew- them the 

trathof their demands or no, or whether the matter will bear an + 
Oab, or if irwill, whether there be 10 other meant left to bawlt 
out the truth. » If the Jurlge require an Oath its Iarwfull and con- 
+ venient matoners a in comroverfies _ cannot otherwiſe m_ 
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eided-betwixt neighbour and neighbour, Trhink my ſelf loungys 
' fevear but if be put met0 myosth to bewray ny ſelf, or to bewrgy 
_ any other, thirbeing contrary.unto charity, I count it expedient 1s 
bold me fti.-If.aman have 'afted contary-ro the thingy 
contained in the Covenant, though bis minde gives him 
he hath done well in it, yet being by Oath obliged to diſ- 
coverſo much, how can he diſpence with his Oath in con» 
cealingit? and if not, how can he fulfill that Command- 
ment, which-requires him,not todeſtroy, bur to ſave him- 
_ (elf? Thus he fals into a fnare, and either neceſſarily mutt 
break his Oath; or Gods Law. I-y | 
.. 4+: Ita Magiſtrate beto impoſe an oath which may be 
diverſly accepted, and what-is truly intended cannot be 
* - known, unlefietheproper ſenſe be plainly given, there is 
noreaſonthates manſhould' cake it, till he dire&ly know 
in what-acceptationot ſenſe heſball cakeit ; and therfore- 
tobe naw: 5: oh totake it before heknows ſo much is very 
| unreaſonable. : Dot ys 7 
| If there werenothing but this ro be objefted againſi the 
- ____ » Qathgitwereſufficient comanifelt the unlawtulneſle of it, 
-  *-. and toprove that itwantedehe effentiall part and proper- 
tie of a true Covenant, and ſo binds not any mans'conſci- 
- " encetokeep it. : Ifhall nothere make repericion of things 
' before ſpoken;this onely kadde, that the Covenant is 
ſuch aſtrange thinggas whed a may keeps ic be breaks it, 
and}; breaking/ic:;he keeps it; 1 could multiply inſtances 
here, to let men ſee the weaknefle, abſurdirie, contraditti- 
on, &c. of itin this particular, bur itis not worth the la- 
Sela aan dif vines, on | 
tis 3 queltior ted:-by Divines, and:Lawy ers, whe- 
ry, Tart are oath, to be taken by ſuch 
+ anone, as we think-making no canſcience-of it, will not 
| Rickto forſwear himGlL,ifbe be put toi :And'it is uſual- 
ly anſwered bydiltiypRion;chat for a private man to in 
pole, upon ſuch..aman an Oath for bis gain and private 
reſprd,, it is alcogether unlawfull ; becauſe we are bound 
_. topreferthe glory of. Gud which byſuch at oath is im- 
peached, and the ſalvationof ourncighbours __w wes 
_ > I ereby 
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we The Snare # broken. ro 
 hereby'is indangered,, before any gain and advantage. 
 And.conſequently we ought rather to loſe any worldly 
| benefic, then that by ſuch. an Oath we ſhould ſuffer God to - 
| bedifhonovured, and our neighbour loſe himſelf. 
Again, howſoever it be granted, that the Magiſtrate Th, | 
| may lawfully put ſuck an oneto his oath; yet ſo: n 1. if 5 - "pq; Hoi 
the truth may not by other poſſible means be cleared, and SJnec. re onggg 
juſtice executed : 0and 2: it muſt bein a neceffary, weigh- I. pzdag,p 75. 
tieand great cauſe. _ '.- + 0 Martyr. in 
| 1. Forthelaſt Article in the Covenant which is indeed £2 <99. Þe 
the plaineſt and cleareft of all, and concerns perſonall Re- + pA IR 
formation; howſoever I grant eyery wicked man ſhould peccar. 
_— and amend his life, yer I deny that the Civill Ma- 
itrate hath any Auchority to make him ſwear}, that he . 
| ſhall become a ſpiri:uall and religious man: there are ma- 
' nythings both civill and divine which men ought to do, 
| yetthereis no warrant for the” Magiſtrate that he ſhall by 
oath compell chem hereunto: newnefle of life is a ſuper» 
natucali thing, and onely by the Spiric of God wroughrt.in 
us,and therefore the leffe reaſon to put a poore ignorant 
ſoul co hisoath that he ſhall do it.}hat haſt thou to do (ſaith 
the p Þalmiſt) that thru fbouldft take my Covenant in thy month, þ Plal yo . 
and hateſt to be reformed ?: Mr. Bakewellſpeaking of ſuch men 
asmay lawfully rake an oath, deſcribes chem thus: q He ?Mr.Bakewel 
that ſweareth ought to ſee in his own conſcience that be 14 fit to take againſt the 
an oath. and thereby40 worſpip and glor fi: God: for he that ſwears Anabaprilts 
| (th aright, ought to have hu beart fmitten with fear and aw to« 
. wards God, as inall the parts of hu worſhip © and therefore a pro. 
| my man that hath ng fear of God in hu heart,onght not to ſwear. * 
& 
:Toimpoſetherefore ſuch an Oath as this, upon three 
kingdoms, and to have ic taken by prophane men, 
who had nofear of Cod in them, and by ſuch as it was 
wellknown before-hand would make no con{cienceofthie _ 
- Oath, buc forſwearthemſclves if they were put to it , lec 
the Reader confidernpon what ground (whether pious or , ....) y.4. 
Policick) the bufineffe was taken up and carried on. ® $i g-n Po'.deca, 
 Jrameninm a malo viro poſtulat inſanus eft, (ainh Apollodor wn eL 961977 
| | He: 
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Heſhews himſelf a mad man thac would haye x Wick ed | 


mantoſwear: hemcanewken he knows before hand thy | 
- he will forſwear himſelf. 2 


> 


2, Howſoever there be ſome reaſonto think, thatth, | 
Seors (at lealt many of them) meant indeed as they ſwore, | 
co malgualods proiecrerte worſh ip and diſcipline of thetr Om © 
| Kirk: and to Ee GaUONT theextirpation of Prelacie. Yet there jg ' 
no reaſon that any man ſhould think, that the Engleſp and | 
Iriſb conformable Proteſtants, generally ever meant to 
promote theone, and ſupprefle the other. Oh what a nun. 
ber both here and there took the glorious Name of Godin | 
vain, when they were compelled through fear, to (wear | 
etxx ba againſt the Government by Archbiſbops and Biſbops: I cons | 
© circade ex- felleiewasthe lefle binding, becauſe the Law ſaith, [Pr | 
cept. dolire- miſſio & jur amentum fine cauſa fablum eſt inefficex. Now certain 
fiems it is, there was no cauſe, I mean neceflarie, weightie, jul, * 
to requireſuch a thing : It is one thing for the Magiſtrate 
to put down a publick worſhip and Nationall Church | 
Government; finding it unſafe or unwarrantable: andan 
: Oleafter in Other thing tocompell the whole Nation by oath, tocow 
Exed.20, v.5. ſenttoit, —"_ the ſame. *Oleafeer, obſerving how | 

x the Name of Gad is taken three wayes in vain, makes the 
ſecond.co be thus: Inrem quam nou intends impleri, upona 

matter which thou doeſt not purpoſeto tulfil]. They moſt 
needs be blinde, that did not fore-ſee, that many would | 

forſwear themſelves, if they ſhould be parto ſwear againf 
the aha ay Biſhapss and therefore ſo much being | 
fore-ſeen, it ſhewed the leflepitic and compaſſion toput it 
upon them. BER 
3. When one malignant ſware to diſcover another, and | 
- tobcingforth his brother malignant unto condigne pur 
| niſhment-was notchis toimpoſe an oath upon one, of | 

whom the impoſer could-got poſſiblie but think that he 

would forſwear himſelf, and play the Fox? 
Aſtutam vipido geſtans ſub peer vnlpem, 
Nye alind retinens, alind fab peBiore condens. 
Being 3 (utcle Fox, under aftinking breaſt, 
One thing in heart, anther is cxprelt. 
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| Apfieto ha porpſ rakerk well ne onion 
'yecat ad jurationem, & ſeit enm faiſum juraturum eſe vincit bo- 


| Eeee furat, 6:ct perjurat, tu quid inveniſtizimo & tz periiſti qui 
de fs ar I wolf. w oliver ( ſaich be) LiF. 
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kerh another to fwear, knowing that he will ſwear falſly, 
hkeis worſe then a murderer ; becaufe a murderer killeth 
| bur the body, this the ſoul, yea two fouls at once; his 
whom he provokerh to fwear, and his own. Behold he 
 ſwearech, forſweareth, and periſheth ; and what hiſt thou 
foand thereby?yea thou halt loſt chy ſelf, who wouldeſtno 
| otherwiſe be ſatisfied buc by kis deſtrution. And in ano- 


ther place , * He that inforceth one to ſwear whom he knoweth x Serm. de 
| will ſwear fa'fly, in @ neyrderer. Te enim ſus perjario ſe interimit, perjuriis. 


ſed ifte manum interficientts preſſit && impreſſit. Fr be killeth 
" himſelf with his perjurie, but the otber thruſieth and belpeth for 
| paribebe bandof the felf- murderer. - 
{-: Iwiſh theſe places may be well confidered :. for ſo ſome 
men would the becter ſee their own evils and fins: The 
breach of che Covenant is much complained of : but upon. 
whom doth the guile chiefly lye? rruly on the compolers 
andpromoters of it. y The leaders of this people cauſe them to 
ere, and they #bat are led of them are deſtroyed. It the matter 
| ofthe Oath wich the condition of the Takers be duely 
| weighed, it could not otherwite be expeRed, bat that the 
_ people for the moſt part would forſwear themſelyes, if 
they honld be put to ic:Now to conclude this point, what 
the Covenant is'in a ſhort account I will here ſhew the 
Reader : ic hath two parts, the one contains a number of 
' Uncerrain, dark, doubrfull and ambiguons words , the 
meaning whe cof no man knows , but like the Heathen 
| Ocracles may divers wayes beinterpreted and taken: The 
other part contains ſome things ſo clear and manifeſt 
- avainttmoſtmens opinion , that it was alrogether anfea- 
Cnable at that time, (if it had been Jawfull at ſome other 
. tine) to/impole ir : neicher could the people-then of this 
Land withour fipning againſt their conſcience ſwear to i. 
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micidam, qua bomicida corp occifaer ws eſt, ille enimam; imo -cruqol 
animas,& cjus animane quem Jurare provocavit,e# ſuamevc. haberur 22.Q, 
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- . Ifhallonely now peak afewrthings to ſome 0 bje&ions ] 
© Þ + and(o will end chis preſent Diſcourſe. = "FO 
« Leyit 26-25 Obje&. 1, This Cavenant by many godly and learney 
Iſa.:4 5 Divines, is-much pleaded for, many places of Scriptures 
_ 5 MA, ; cited in theirSermons prefling the carefull keeping there. | 
& 34.187 9,20 22 great deal of mouraingin their-Prayer at Fatty and 
Exch F606 _ athercimes, becauſe it is ncgicAcd, and Gyds Judgement | 
& 17 16.18, terriblie chreatned againſt the whole Nation for it. 1, 
T9. brief, as for themſelves they ſav, bThough ſome may efttem | 
_ *; - it no more then an Almanack out of d te, yet we look upon it a the” 
Marth.s 33, Oathof God, religious, ſacred, and inviolable, in whiſe Name mw 
Rom, 1.3z. have ſworn, and who will certainly require.it at our band. W 
6 Inch” Mini» know with what Rd and jevere hand, the c Lord avenged 
o_ ookage BY the quarrel of bis Covenant made. by Zedekiab to the King of By. © 
 vercobis Ex- D/onthough extorted from bim, and prejudicial to bim. We dar 
 cellencie.p-6. 798 therefore(when we have lift up.our bands to the muſt high Gad) | 
c Exek.17414, by the violation of a more righteous Oath provoke the wrath of th 
5.18.19. _ Lord againſt ws, whos the ſearcher of all hearts, and to whom me 
muſt give an account at the great day. 


 Anſwy. 2. When the Proteft.,nt deals with Papiſts againk 
their humane. inventions, and the Pxritas againit him, 

commonly uſe this argument as a full and ſolid refuta- 

tien.. « Nos nova omnia que Chriſtus non docuit jure damnan, 

. quia fidelibus Chriſtus | : fi he Goror non docuit quod doces 


mw nos illud deteſtabile judicomws. We juitly condemneall 

new things which Chritt hath not raught. becauſe Chrilt 

is the way for faichtull men : If therefore Chriſt hath not 

taught what we teach, we ho'd ic worthy to bed-telied. 

That this Covenant is @ new thing, an earthly creature, not 

warranted by the Word of God, but ſprung out of mans 

fooliſh brain, I have formerly proved at large: and ſo the 

ſame reaſon here isevery way, and altogether as ffcRuall 

and forceable tocondemne it. 

2. Whac the opinion is of theſe Jearned and godly Di- 

vines touching an unlawfull Oath and Covenant, I know 
* Explicae. Not but this Tknow well, that menas learned and godly 
C'rech. par, 3, asthey, teach that ſuch ought to be broken, and not kept- 
PE-655, , * Oi ſervat juramentnm illicitumgbis peccat, ſemel male in. 


*%® 


otters + fe furatum ſe Vi &; ſaith: 'Urſintts. dns 4 Commend in | 

8 Thoſe Oaths are landablic broken Claith Mr. Downam which _ _ 

 greunlawful made. And tothis both Lutherans and8Pangyrn __ 
.cnnlene; Phile ſpeaking of .thaſe Vows and Oaths f Ehemanie 


_ whereby men. emfelvey contrary-to that which harm Evang. 
-Gpd bat commanded, thas wolterh : b Queſi-nou meline © 74: P1977, 
Deagi.gratis fit tale perjuriym' mods ſerventur, legesy htc. As Satay "p 
though Claith he) to t wear in ſuch a caſa for the:keeping of Gods -q +26; Mens 
Lam wore not muchibetter aud mere acceptable 20/God; Kor a man b Philo de leg. 
daet fn #0 ſin whileſt be abuſeth bj dathz wheras he ſpowlg rather ſpecial. 
forbear FOwwwil dogng.” Let bins therefore forbear,and humbly in» © | 
-trea4 God, that of hiq mercie he will pardon the unatviſed rafomeſſe | ”"g 
mbereby he was ed beadlong to wer: Forto double the fault when' 0 
wamayeſt diaburden thy kite Sw SAR very (rare thr 
_ ai@.J6c ely poſſible to be.cured. Id bei! 411d [+1 
_ . 3I* HOWLQEvVer 1 hear, theſe men otofellingi i703 py he want- k cial to his 
 ingin that ingenuity auittandor which become the Miniſters of S*<*L Þ- 1. > 
ef Chrift ; And among themſelyes coriſcupandeallone. 
ther.kb/efſed, and ſuch as makg the gloryof God, andthe k Vindication 
rod of fares the mark they ayme at, in the eonrſe ofitheir miniſtery: Epiſtle. 
fenrthas will not [offer tbe, fins of. the times 19:he\ quidt , {atboſe. 
names are W.preciens -vyntment poured forth, ſpreading the {weet; ; 
ſavorrof the knowledge of Chriſt. in 'mauy places, 80C-, Howſo=:: 
overn(Ifay) Lhcar chemchusto ſayotchemſelyes;andeach.; 
eExther z neverchelefle if cheir ſayings;and Avings:about. | | | 
jisCovenant. be well obſerved, ghey will-not appear! tori = 43 
bafech men in:ſome things; but. rather 49, hearceri;and:! "R 
hardenfinners; pleading torthe fin of the; Nations. and- 
keeping the prople, incheic ignoranceand error; thae they: 
pyld nor return from. their wicked way-And.char.chisis. 
nhl Prove wu SOLE 17 \ 6... f IY & fl Q3 ; ;thwto3% 7 Sos $22 
their abubing akd: miſapplying the holy Sorip» 
tures: ng the ing an of God: approves of jult oaths, 
0s mreproyes all breakers of Lawfull, he » isthis a 
good gre pond jol x Vit ome Leagye gnd Covenants as: 
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| The Pere Saks 
3:233;15.- Exx #3510. Rn: evald hehencefa 
by gathergUOmeNie. 7erkins. © 6, Mr. Taybery Ree ant” | 
| ND prophets? Every an Wool ſay; Gach anioſys 
_ fencewere to corfupt'the Word 5f God) for the places: | 
hrovenefecitbitng again anft the' men :- bur if they indeed 
-,, were ſach men, and fo mich could be proved againſt 
chem, they fall then onder the cenſare and reproof of ſuch: 
| Texts. And irthe Word of God handled otherwiſe ther 
yore tht OE eo CC _ ,and: 
o-ſworn, and thereby have y diſpleaſed the Lord? 
And toproverthisthere is bror me 14, 15,11, 19." | 
Zich-$. 4.' 2 Sam-21.1,2,6: asif the lacer did proverhde | 
accufation and 'charge: Whotear't chere is nothing held 
forth in the Texts, bur that for breaking trwfull Cover 
_ Hants, and for raſh-and finfull oaths('as this was ) a Nas : 
" tion inay juſtly fear Gods difpleafuret barnoc one word in 
reference tothe Nationall Oath, as if God ſhould beang'y. 
wich this _ for breaking it: That ſome Covenants 
Pers beer religious, facred, iriviolable, we grant: and for 
hereof God hath thewed his difpleaſare,this\ 
och this prove oxr7 tobeſo? and forthe 
| breaking of ir ©-4 will do ſo? Indeed” hitherto ic hach 
. been in this-manner and way proved: Sach a Scripeure”” 
covenant was Cacred avid rel: gioas! Ergo ours * For breacs 
g 1uch an odth-or' ec Lord wav angry; &c. Eg 
© with this Nari6n for breaking theirs. But 
om 1 CO TRo proc? then 
mnt © this day been proved lawful; 
hy bng ch ACS at fngerieee and can* 
Jor == o po rohave) can y, proveic otherwiſe and 
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vtiretl d will thei bands: Are they not 
Þy gr to Hring a Corrupt t thing 5619s ihe wha » and to 

_ ofarthia? 6h plead forie? doch thlrheanenoer Cl which 
 +Chrilt (Inc ayee be a rule and platform of all aur 


F go ayer bach ee nothing for the juſtifying, of :the Cove- 


x (nnagjbanincarery Peccian OA TOTEY "OT ana. it: 


_ Name? - Nr Gap i 19s 7-4 and __ glor- 
ons Name in vaingby ſwearing neither in! Galle, 
_ intruth; nor in judgement : For this] refer « Reader co 
| machalbbela p6-9:tod. - - ak = 
Q. tis a greater impediment woo envinge ods 
:Zingdem then that, which | Reps the Goſpel, whereby all Act honn: 5 Wok 
cleft may betruly converted : ſuffers nor Churches co ,, Glens, 
m | and.conliicuted according to the pattern of 23 12, © 
e New Teſtament: nor that 2 Chriſt as King, Prieſt and Hebr. 3.2: 
Prophet may exerciſe aa onely taSion: a 35.5 
- peamits notcheowhole-counſell of God tobe freely and 57-25 
cculy caught, and all inventions. and cradicions:of men eye; 38. ofe. 
- {powerfy y confuted? nor the pSacraments which are the 2 Marz8.19. 
ſeals of Gods promiſe, adminilired and received in. thac  Cor.11 28: | 
-Þ Cond foreila as by Chriſt is preſcribed? nor- the M=**. 7-6. 
£ enſures of theCharch to beexecuted 'according tothe ; rh Cor, $-hifs 
Apoſtslicall Infiicution ? yet allchis, doch theGearmanas © Ms 
eres ſicklers for REINGRY part of it, 
3- Is there any  _—_ obvious and ps co mon; re 
DT chedeingofGad, wil, to oblige men by oath not todo 
-. *theirdut: and the very thing which God, requireth - of 
them? which is, r #boſo- f tbedderb mans blood, by man (ball bus x Genes. 
Shed beſbed- yet this (ome ſay)theOach orobibirech. / Lerrcer eo his' 
aut TT) ooo bers 09 oi mred-yem "IM | 
: reſtrained from rvingt bodily by law- indicatio 
-ful = means, unlefſe chey willſweaptoſuch chings che rp by 
as 


now not what they are? ortakingthem'cobe un of London, 
wilt ſwear againſt their pai Forthis ſee 23. 35. 
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over tothe remptation! of thedevill, the world;or our own 1 
luſt, a$to be overcome thereof: but contrariwiſe that. the 
Lord will firengthen us againſt all affaults of everie ene- 
mie, and grant us ſuch holy means as may'farther us in 
our true obec RI apockernifothe 
ark powerandgracetoreſoſethe Covenant, 

7 Andinthelafi place, when weentreat the Lord to 
ſetus free fromthe power of Satan, and from all the poli- 
cies and deceit which lhe enarelferhy againſtthe ſon! for in 
ruin and deftruQion, WE reſperitic or adverfitie; 
and thathe will give as ſtrength twovercome all 


affeftions, and preſerve us in-well doing'tothe end: here 
wedefire, that wemay nor fall imotheevill of the Cove- 
nantzvr if fallen; that God wilt rake us out ofthe. evil of 


{ © : he ors wma by rome Ag 


"Th 36 andiprayeres Gedir, "thazal 

xl ein all places w take warning, that nnder a fad 

8 5 countenance, long: ayer,great crying, d; ng and 

48 y.231 ; ſome tearsthey be nor: Y To - 'S 782k. P.. FEY 

*.,7 : » Delexves everye boar $90 faP fel ro Je, and 
wy Sea.rP f ſoots;-. 1a fy © F It, $*41 

root of bittern meſes ibaa creek 

fr own'iſbame ey ugetet Nethorkie: : And as 

2nde ing his Farherz/government, fought to 
© people; and male rebeltion: 


woe per ite ene: "5 gore 


Read cher fainbfolneſſs ihe falacie 
reud=woikrhe Corordrr ig lid; abd fore Far 
i 20 + +. av -hence zhey. raife-pheir inreftives 

3 jrr are wpanch yen Srates Nuw was it ever be 
fore known, that men whe _ the glory of God and the god 
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OT benhrks ef ame at in the comſeof their miniſerc and 
vill mt foefer the jon of the times qmiet , £0 build apon (0 ſan« 
1and weak. ground? Men of ingenuitie-and 
candor formerly would nocdurk to have charged their 
_ equals nonottheir "atten, any ſmall crime, much 
| Jeſſe their ſuperiors with marder, treaſon, oppreſfion, in- 
allice, $cc. without clear and apparent proof ; and ſhewed 
what Commandment and Law of Chri they had broken, 
not fetch their proof. either from anochers weakneffe and 
failin .or from an abſurd and falſe conceit of their own. 
-Sappoſe by the Covenam the King was rot to ſuffer , Preſ- 
erie to be ſerled, and all others otherwiſe minded nor 
ol are: yet his will not follow,that rhe Parliamenc © | 
ing nc done otherwiſe, they have therefore doneum 
pity, and. ned againft the Lord. - ae 
| .. Tobſcrvethis the rather, becauſe In that book lady. 
come forth, eoticled, 4 V indication of the London Minifterr, 
; &c-the Author ſbews: him 2 evill worker, in abufing the” 
Fg howſoever bechargeth the Parliament wo I WI IE 
| many wile things,. neverthelefſe fhews: nor at all wherein © © 
they have ated againſt the Law-of God, of Natione, N- 
azure, or pare ccaſon,oncly objeReth the Proteſtation, the Nv 
- tionall, Covenant, and tome Colkttions of Parizamenty as if this 
.wer avg + prove chem ſos. and.himfelf no falfe ag- 
je& he iN og theme an cxample of. Gods ſevere. judgement — bir 5 
Ps the wiolatian of an Oath in Saul :{o Zedekiab for breaki ing the ficers robin Ex- 4 
Covenant made tothe King of Babylin wa extreamly puniſhed... Ell: pag 18 6& 
ori; fuſe 1,.. Howloever the! Gibeanites were'a. peaple tormer- BS; _ Wo oo. 
dy curſed. and, fallacioufly procured a Covenant;from pun 794m 
| Jeſtreaz yer that Covenant was lawfyl. r Joſwem jafſn Domini « 1ods >. n2. 
Friſe god fecat (Caith Lavatexind proves in che (ame place 214- 
 -byxwo reaſons, that the Lord approved that, Covenant. * -%comy aha 7. 
| Velides ic appears by (evcrall Scriptares , that they nng'y * king. 9 20. 
bf theaCoraquiter were: devoted to. deſruftion,who would , In Dow: :- 
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.norſeclrfo ſoy pears k forit they ſued for is,ic was tobegranc- n 4 || 
, ed. them:,! x Tavins, Pet: Maryr,and others,Sec. And the 2 9 D " 
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chUboitmctoby leh rothe Rog 

zlofle;th hidoey ws no ch thing: By: © 

fe ; (ut ntheCovenant was lawfull. "Hae 

ar ® made » King, 2.” The Lord calsit;vk; | 

eaking it eh that be bad trefaſſed » | 

3 x by the Prophet Jeremie connſelledyy ? 
Singotherwiſe,threatned by him and ' 

perjurie, hi ditieand rebellion) tObeſs | 

vr -Sothen this is the cloſe, when the Landy 

AA port prom, that the *Parliament and peopled 
Faftic i Engl 1, oviiging themſelves Pol um grtoes ro put their. 
_ alde im _ ai, do 1aKe -and lawfoll a Co / 


tet Be Olnrr, and 

=; 180 1 and are bound as ſtrictly tok 
nowledgec "that"theſe examples ſpe |} 
e'matterthey are breughc for: but til | 
e cont as jaſt cenſure 


grhe 
he Ci ſtrate taking the 

| : ynod, or 4 lie of Divines,(e 
wh vorthip "and Church diſciplineſball | 
' be extirpated, and noe tolerated: of ſuffered: and whit 
- hall beta « and lain through the Nation, 
| people of the Land,therein to joyn | 
anc Fer forte. to promiſe ſo much,anl 


- Y ry ni aghertheyare A wg Gall 
: af ch 9495 7 titbecomes not the js | 
: frateſ eh h he ay Warrant or calling 
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y his Spirit when his'time and pions 
: And this: in Scripture: is ex 


| (PeweULHATER re eisc no humane. wer of | here,.c Ser a Deelar; 
p Ie dagiirate iscoleave the Lec d to e. *fche Parl.in 
the Magitira4 WI rr ya < heart. i 


 Gompare theſe Scriptures. P/al.110:2. AZ.2.41. 1 Cor. 7. 22. 
| ana.n4s Row: 14.23. 1704.1, 1 ThiſS. 21: Job-18.36. A Jp" a 
| $19-204 Rev. 13.4. 2.Cor.5. 14 4p 2 Cor. 10,3445: Rom.10.17. : 
 STim3, 5-Prov.30.6. Rev22:8. Matt.28.20, AG 18.15.28. Job, - :- 
44. Matt.16, 17. Epbeſeq. 11,12,13 a7. 5, 1 Cor-3, 6, 2 Tims k 
25,207- x Cor.9.20,21,22, £2 4 
| ..To binde a Nation by oath eo ſuch a prafiice, ſhews the | 
h jofers £0 be either abſurd,oruncharitablez. or tyrannicall. | 
| Abfurdand icrationable, if they ſhould think the people 
rene allyin © 4n0 nes totake ſuch an Oath: Or 2. Suppo= 
| fagotherwiſe, then uncharitable-to compell an gran aca 
gainſt cheir conſcience. Or 3+ If they ſhould think char. ſome 
would not ſwear leſt chey ſhould ras fnnvp themſelves', then 
| ervell and eyrannous ro requireſuch athing at their hands; 
andrefuling ic, ro paniſh them for it. ; £ 
268 3 Fconfelle we a in humane Hiſtories, that among the 
Grrniles ic was'enaRted, thac no worſtip ſhould. be admitted, - 
Religion exerciſed,bur what received Eſtab iſbment and ap- 
probation fromethem who ſuppoſed themielvesro be intruft- 
> wick. Antbority over men in tach things: And their Reaſons aig | 
foritwere ;partly becauſe ſundrie wayes of worſhip, andſe» * 
ill :relip-ons $rends co the diſturbance of the Common= 4 Fs dec; 
wealth,ard that civill ſociety which men under the ſame go- aut noves aur _ * 
vergment do, and vughc toenjoy ; And: part'y, becauſe the -irrigenazee> } > 
Gods whom they owned and woribipped' were diſhonoared wiv! 0 1. + 
and provoked co plaguethem. And having thus made a Law 1; 4, jcabus, 
| andlupported wich ſuch reaſons as thele, they proceeded co ©. 
. theexerution af the penalty of chat Law,asumts benithmens, 
impritonmens,burning,drownine, $orcuring i in ſundry kinds 
accyrding rorthe pleaſureofrhe Judges: Tis true this che Hea- * 
 Bradadand chis* power of the Dragot was given over co the © Rev; 3.16, 
_ Beaſt Prophet wed co thladlayoonng ras bn the ſane *7* 
BarI do not read where a Covenant 4 asto 
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4. joan 6 Churobof Englas treſolyerhyrbac all Councely 
- and'Synods,whether Provinciall,Nationall or Octumenicall, 
f Anidenr, io maperye, antl have erred in things gs God. And the 
felled t y all Proweitant Churches ::1 would know, 
| d:ground the Magittratebath:co ſwear 'him- 
! buck lefſe orcas norher by oath toembrate, without 
11 d6eb and ſuſpicion of eror{(torfoivis preinppoſed, he 
dock when he'{wearsJany conftiturions of wen ? Merhinktic 
+ is nofairdeali yof Minitters,to tel; the-pcople; Synod: and 4 
f Divides tayerre,, 'and yer-to theutt upon. them their 
inſuch away; ow they were Apottolical 
ad infallible, andcouldnoterre, 4) cf 
: nr; peer mien-co oaths and vowsin 
tofn-contrary:toC pelwayzrule.and walking, 
gem andipiatialed by. Herericks, ldolaters, 
a betrer to:promote and adyance, 
18 renets, Of Navatianw icigre 
TIO d give the Sott dnwintghe- cauſed bit Ad- 
I their bands gra and to ſwear by the body o&+ blood 
ld-not e him, and turz ta Cornelius, And 
rp jeand« othersto 
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